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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5








SERVICES


Sunday





9:00AM:


Family Bible Study


10:00AM:


Worship


5:00pm:


Worship





Wednesday


7:30PM:


Family Bible Study





We have bible classes for all ages and willing teachers.


Come, bring your bible and your children and study God's word. You will say as the Psalmist





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)
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The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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What can this mean? If it merely means that we must be more careful or exert more effort than the Pharisees, then we have little hope, for they worked at commandment keeping about as hard as anyone can. Instead, we must take a different approach to righteousness. Our efforts must be of a different kind (Romans 10:3; Philippians 3:8,9).


Beyond conformity, deep inner change requires an actual reliance upon God Himself. If all we do is conform to biblical precepts, that does not by itself guarantee that we'll experience the richness and power of a transformed heart. In fact, if we don't throw ourselves into an honest love affair with the God of real grace, our "obedience" will feed our pride and actually worsen the condition of our heart. The truth is, we can't be more than imperfect instruments of God's glory right now. The change we need is one more radical than we can undergo just yet, and we must be willing to wait for our perfection in Christ. In the meantime, being a "new creation" in Christ requires that we accept, however painfully to our pride, what grace really means.


"Grace is a certain beginning of glory in us."


Thomas Aquinas





(Word Point, Gary Henry)





			JP








Brethren at War


     A state of open warfare existed among them, which was directly related to their residual lusts of their pre-conversion days (4:1-2).  Unbridled desires and selfish ambition led to the figurative murder of fellow brethren: character was assassinated and influence slain by evil speaking (4:11-12).  Prayer was a degenerate attempt to manipulate God for their own ends (4:3).  Their hateful antagonism was undoubtedly rationalized by some imagined higher principle, but James scathingly exposes their true identity: spiritual adulteresses and double-minded friends of the world (4:4, 8).


     James then reminds his brethren that "God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble (4:6) and urges them to belatedly implement what should have taken place at their conversion: they must dethrone themselves and submit to God, draw near to Him, and be humble in His sight (4:7-8, 10).  Further, they must resist the devil, recover a sense of spiritual remorse, and renounce the wickedness, which now regales them (4:8-9).  Consequent to these changes, James promises that the devil would flee and God would draw near to them and lift them up.  Ironically, subordination to God would secure an exaltation far beyond what they could every hope to attain for themselves through treachery.





worldly preoccupation is in 4:17.  Contextually, James does not attribute the "sin of omission" to the conscientious brother or sister who inadvertently overlooks a matter or is otherwise legitimately engaged.  Rather, it is the fault of the proud who neglect to do what is within their power because they are distracted by selfish interests and pursuits. Pride congratulates itself on its attainments and avoids the broader question of what more should have been done (see Matthew 23:23).


Conclusion


     Those addressed by James considered themselves religious (1:26), assembled for worship (2:2-4), professed faith (2:14), taught others (3:1), prayed (4:3, and were overseen by elders (5:14), yet God had become merely an afterthought to them.


      When business meetings founder on the rocks of self-willed brethren, when fellow-Christians are seen as enemies and gossip is the weapon of choice, when Christians take a new job or relocate without consulting God or considering the spiritual implications, and when prospective teachers and elders are scarce due to over commitment to the world, then true submission to God is absent.


     Those who see themselves against the backdrop of God's surpassing greatness have the key to genuine humility and thus qualify as recipients of grace.


___________________________





There can be no faithfulness until there is first faith; and there is no faith, which is devoid of faithfulness.





(That’s life)








					





Submitting To God


By Jim Jonas


THE FOURTH CHAPTER of James is an expansion of the concept introduced in 3:16: "For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing will be there."  These brethren were in turmoil because of their continued affection for the world.  How was this manifested?





Self-Willed Plans


     James had earlier attacked misguided attitudes toward material prosperity (1:9-11; 2:1-9) and will later ferociously assail avarice in 5:1-6. But in 4:13-16, he confronts a more subtle and deceptive aspect of industry and commerce.  It is not business acumen, which James condemns, but an arrogant sense of self-determination, which ignores God when planning for the future.  James calls it evil boasting.


     The concept of self-determination permeates American society.  This is the land of opportunity, and all of the perceived elements of success are man-centered: our technology, our organizations, our economy, our constitution, our ingenuity.  "He's a self-made man," we say.  God has been eliminated from the equation.


      Patriotism and pride are easily confused, but James points out three things which foster a humble perspective: (1) As intelligent as we deem ourselves to be, "we do not know what will happen tomorrow;" (2) Our life, which seems eternal in the rarefied atmosphere of arrogance, is really "a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away;" and (3) God is sovereign, and all our plans are subject to His will (see Acts 18:21; 1 Corinthians 4:19; 16:7; Hebrews 6:3).


Sins of Omission


But the most subtle manifestation of 





Beyond Conformity


Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. (2 Corinthians 5:17)





     What does it take for our character to be changed at its deepest level? Christianity has always held that radical change in human character is possible, but Christians themselves have not always kept their thinking clear about what is involved in this change. Certainly there must be a decision to cease from sin and to start doing God's will. Reverent obedience to God's requirements is by no means optional (1 John 1:6). But if real change is to take place, our compliance with God's law must be enlivened and empowered by our gratitude for His grace.


     In the New Testament, the Pharisees are a case study in what can happen when we try to conform to the precepts of God's law without any devotion to God Himself or any honest appreciation of our need for His grace. The Pharisees emphasized obedience with a zeal that was legendary (Philippians 3:5,6), and yet Jesus said to His followers,"Unless your righteousness exceeds the righteousness of the scribes and Pharisees, you will by no means enter the kingdom of heaven" (Matthew 5:20). 
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FAMILY MATTERS


_____________________________





Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you.


   


   If you are looking for a "church home" or seeking to learn more about the Lord and His purpose for your life you have come to the right place. It would be our privilege to assist you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. Please let us know how we can help.


_______________________________


Remember      	


Those who need


Our prayers





Continue to remember Sis. Chris Veteto;   Sis. Elaine Clem; Bro. Rick Hulsey and his mother. Bro. Wes Guyton's mother; 


Sis. Mary Scott;  Sis. Susan Bisbeng;  Courtney Smith and her health problems.  


Bro. Jack Green Sis. Joyce Green.   


Bro. Malcolm Smith and family, Malcolm's dad pasted away last week.


Joey Jackson suffering with gout and is having test for other problems


Bro. Brad Bowman injured his arm


Bro. Jeff & Tandy Lacquement in their 


efforts to adopt a baby.


____________________________


VBS Planning Meeting after PM Svc.


All who wish to participate 


Should Attend


____________________________


The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For it's members / By it's members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Malcolm Smith


Song Leader---Michael Burke


Lord's Supper---Ken Gay


   Asst. 1-----Mark Bowman


   Asst. 2-----Rodee Bruns


   Asst. 3-----Jason Gaston


   Asst. 4-----Rick Hulsey


   Asst. 5-----Jordan Huff


2nd Prayer----Jack Green


Read Scripture---Ron Wood


Sermon-------Steven Tramell


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----Joe Phillips


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer----Rex Veteto


Song Leader-------Steve Tramell


2nd Prayer------Drew Bowman


Read Scripture ---Dion Clark


Sermon----Ross Statham


Lord's Supper----Ken Gay


Announcements----Mark Bowman


Closing Prayer-----David Holmes


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Marty Hammond


Invitation---Zachary Huff


Closing Prayer---Garrett Douthitt





All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start of services to coordinate the schedule of services.


If you are unable to serve please call Joey Jackson  770-887-9497


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














